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absolnte illegality of Slavery, at
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an; aet of history can be,
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uce that time, . we have
an A 1 one to balﬁrma:ii{;th(.‘amﬁ-
of our Abolition Society as & foundation of our
measurcs, We have therefore affirmed
that

gL AVEHOLDING 18 UXCONSTITUTIONAL."
1t i & violation of the Constitution. 1t cannot legally
exist under the Conetitation, which does not sanction

en tolesats its existence. )

-“& be illegal it is unconstitutional of course,
was when the Constitation was ed,
then the Constitation ean contain no lezal re-ozuition
binding compromise with it. The Coustitu-
what did not

of it—no
- m '::t Zue turn]ﬁ‘l any valid com-

vy
‘": ; ituti b::uw i:riﬂr:zwncjlp
apposed 1o the declaresd objects of the Consiitu-
-ll;' namely, '* o form a mors perfsof unio establish
L

Insure domestic Inaqdllily. ‘I!'W"ﬂ_lt for t.hel
common defonse o goneral welfure, ang
* pocure the W liberty to oureslves aatl our
- ity.” These grand oliects of the Constitation
eam never be sccured so long na Blavery is permited
o exist in the pation.
SLAVERY I8 FORBIDOEN BY THE CONSTITUTION,
Yhe Constitation forbids Slavery by declsring that
#no person shell be deprived of liberty without due
# provess of law.” The phrasc ** due ws of law,"”
means indictment snd by jury for some nllnr-.d
and verdiet and sentence in opon Cour..  For
this definition we have the authority of Lord Coke,
fiory,® and Justice Browsow.)? Avd by the
m definition is expressly l‘l‘tfq.uli-ml to this
elauss of the Constitution of the Usited States, No
eve will m'ntl thot any elave in the United Sta‘es
ever lost his liberty by this procees, ar that "' due pro-
* pens of lnw’ wﬁll evor reduoe suy man to slavery,
though it may deprive him of Lberty by imprisonment
for orime.

!

i

his provision of tue Consdlution is an
* Amendment,”” which, like the codicil to a will, over-
wios, displacee, and Gnglla-l whatever in the vrigi-
iustroment wight have bocn inoonsistent with it.
-1l "ﬂmuri{imul "hibe L;unn}iu:luon fufl:l:i Is
Elav widing that ** the right of the people lo
d"bo.zc?upﬁ) t.h:ﬁ' perions,” etu,, O ﬁil&lr not be
“ yiolated."

WUE CONSTITUTION FORBIDS THE STATES TO MAINTAIN
SLAVERY.
It does 1M by providing that ¢ No State shall pana
# auy bills of sitainder or lnws impairing the obliza-
» tions of contracts; " nor "qmul auy title of nobility,”
Blavery is an ** aitainder * becanse it * attnints the
Blood,” and imposcs disabilities ou the child, on ne-
of the condition of the paront, It estabiishies
sn order of nobility by that same process, and hy con-
hereditary or tranforable powers of subjuzation
and oontrol upon one elugs or onder of men o veranather
their hereditary inferiors and subjocis, 1t not
imipairs bul sunililates the power of making
eoutructs.
THE CONSTITUTION PROVIDES FOR LIDERATION.
The Constitution pot only forbids Slavery, but pro-
widea for the liberation of cvery slave, by declaris
#hiat ** tho writ of habess us shall not be suspen
* in tiwe of YT e e wrdt,"” (suys Christion,
the annotator of Blackstono,) ** whiok makes Slavery
- le in England.” TIts proper applicatioa
make 8lavery sapossible bere,
» “ The ohject of the wiit,” (suys Bluckstone,) “ is to

the body of tho persou who Las been restrained
"of ** fnfo Court, * who shinll determine whether
® the cause of his commitient be just, and (heceupon

it

* o do, ns JUSTICE shall rtain.” (16 Charles L
e 10, "Blacksiont's l..'om..!‘pig?l. 135, “It is rtc:olm
- to the person delmning asother, anl com-
s him to produce the body of the prisoner,

® with the day and canse of his capturo and detention,'

oto., “to do, submit to, and recvive whatsoover the
or Conrt aw the writ ehall consider in

* that " (Blackstone, B, L., 151},

This writy sccording to Blackstoue, was designed to |

earry ont, more perfectly, the provision of Mngns

thut no men whould be deprived of liberty |
* gnlees it be by indictment, or the p of
* gommon luw; 7 which inclades trial by jury.

THE FEDEMRAL GOVERNMENT HAS POWEL TO ABOL-
I5H SLAVE)Y,
It hoe this A
the dec ohjecta of

we it existenco for the very purpose of secaring
MW‘“ml’om;mlow perfect union, es-
insnre domestic tranquillity, provide
for the common derense, promote the genoral wol-
® fare, and secwre the blessings of liberty to ourselves
®and our posterity.” wer to do cither one
these siz things iucludes smple power to abolish

hae power to declare war and make peace,
is an outrage on the slaves, wnd thoy are ne-
Cnemies
h“topoh'" u:u_ m_nl;khe ||o5ue with the

them thei té.  Johin Quine
affirmed IL clit of Congress lo ubuhs(tf a-uu’:
ery as & means of defense in timo of war.  But until
s abolished, we are mulmuullglumo«.l ton
war, Aud the same prineiple aitirmoed by Mr,
would warraut tion a8 & moans of pre-
posce or of belng prepured for war.

“ hina power to provide for the common de-
w" and gencral welfare of ihe Uniied States.”

this cannot be dose withont ubolishing slevery.

“ shall have power to establieh 8 uniform
e iion from thok of e Tion WAt of
™ ! ann nt o

m« T, ihie olause Cangress may deter-

wheiher o o &mﬂvumdmd:f “‘&' citizens,
—— T e ko to they nro

S e BSlurelize them, and J &n waol.
o (GOVERNMENT I8 CONSTITUTIOMSCLY

ROUND 0 A0ULISH SLAVERY,

m;:u binds t?:wwierd i(!ommonl to
slavery in binding seourd its own declared
as already comersted,) aud in bringing the
erument futo existonce for this very and.
Govervment is not bound to do this, it is bound

md'l of the Coustitution, or for the

ides, that “The United Statos
guarantes to EVERY State in this Union a
form of goverument.” This makes it
to o6 to it that e
tutions. But what s a m;.mhlief

— ble and in (he pro-
witlons already quoted, furnis
“Itis

i

‘E

' shoe the deinition,

ton ihpublm Goverament that it
bo devived from the great body of socisty, no! from
an inconsiderable portion, OR a favored class of
0. 39 of Yhe Federalist. )

This was written for the especial object of persund-
the punah to the Constitution, by convinel
- that a Republican &n‘.“;{;lmmmg

The troe foundation of blican Government is

equal rights of every citizen in Iy nd
%ﬁhwmt" H:- ;u..
. Jeflorson froquently calls the slaves cidi-

ETATE RIGHTS AND FEDERAL POWEK.
the rights of the States may be they can
mot ivelude nor sanctify State wrongi, The States
bave rescrved no right to violate tho iualienable rights
umma-mwm the Siate and Na-
tonal ts were organized. ‘They oan have
right to do that which the Federal Constitution,
ralified by them, expressly forbida them to do.
However limited the powers of the Federa! Govern-
ment may be they are uot restricted from doing that

essontially in the nature of things to

all , pamely, o protect the personal
N’Jlb_“lgjﬂ:l!. Such & restriction wuélui ron-
der itmo civil govervment at all. The Foderal Gov-
in not restricted from the proper exerviso of
E.vm exyressly conferred wpon it, vor from do-
ltmd’:.. which the Constitution exprosly re-
to
* 1he Constimtion axd the lowe of the Usnited States w!
ahall b mwade i purmance thereol” ete,, “alisll be tu:h:.-
OF THX LAxD, and the Judges in wrery State shall
o the Camatit

mm, whivn wr loses of any
W seo thin
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; for carrying lno sxoewiion the forego-
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of the United

of the if 8 slave can bave & councry in tlls world it
b othes that in which he
ﬂu&.,-rm-mi"'““"“

er just ue clearly s it has power to
{ostrument that |

to the nation that peemits {t. Con- |

Stite mnin. |

" '
Welearly and certainly exercise it,"

In the same Cmn,l;thn Governor Randolph said:
B insist that the abolition of Slavery will result
“ from this Constitution. I hope there ls'no o1e here
“who will advance an objection so dishonor bl to
“ Virginia. 1hope that a1 the moment they are s ~unng
iehte of their eitizens, an objection will not be
sptarted that those unfortunate men now held in
“londsge BY THE OFPERATION oF THE GESKRAL
“ GovrRSMENT, may be made rres.” -

With bthi: “understanding”’ the Constitution was
ratified by Virginia.

Gen. Wiln-:-mlnolhu member of the Federal Con.
vention, from Pennaylvania, assured the people of that
Etate ihat the Coustitution *‘Inid a foundation for
" banighing 8lavery out of this country.”

WHAT ELAVEHOLDERS CLAIM,

The clauses commonly quoted in favor of the elaima
of the sluvelolders do not warrant those claims,  And
if they did they could rot wullify or sbrogate the
preceding oner.

The elanie conecerning ** persons held to service and
“abor in oue Stete, under the lawe thereof, nnd es-
“ eaping to another'—and providing that they + shsll
“ Le delivered up to the person to whom such service
# or labor moy be due’ canuot apply to slaves, It
does not describe their condition. Being held as
“ chattels personel” they sre not recoguized ax ' per-
gopa,” ** Klaves can make no contract ;" and, there-
fore, nothing cun boe ** due’ from them, There are no
lews holding thom to ** servioe or labor” in any of the
Blave Stotes, nor apy luws that cetablish or lezalize
Slavery. The use of the word “serviee™ inatead of
“pervitude,” proves that this clouse ecannot apply w0
“plaves,” but oply to * free persons;” for this distine-
tion, by (he testimony of Mr. Madison, had been made
liv the Convention itéeld, in repeet to the meaning of
these two wosde.

“Art. 1, Ber. 3. On motion of Mr. Randolph, the word
Voervitade’ was itruek ont, and the wird * serviee’ unenimouns'y
fuserted; the former belog thought 10 sgpren the condition of
F sares, urd the istier the cbligations of free persons,”  (Madison
Papere, Vol. 111, page 1562.)

5o that this cleuse can not apply to slaves, but only
to apprentices, free lnborers il contrators wio hnd
agr ed for nconsideration received to perform * service
“or labor." ]

The plirese ** free pervons " in the clause concerning
the apportionmint of representatives and direct taxes
hiw been construed a8 having been need in con-
tradistinetion from eliens, vot elaves, High authoritiea
for 1his constenction are cited by Mr. Spoouer.  The
clanee conceruing the migration or importation of osr-
tain [ermous previous to 1808, and eommonly applicd
to the Africon elave-trade, is also susceplible of & dif-
ferent iuterpretation es hus ofien Leen shown, But if
thie wes 6 ** compromise” with Slavery, it has long
pinec by its own lawitation expired, ang there is no
good resson why tho pluin and explicit powers vested
i the Fodersl Goverument should not now be cxer-
cised for the sbolitiou of Slavery,

KUDES OF ADNOLISHING SLAVERY,

There are many waye by which the Federal Gov-
ernment, in etriel accordanee with the Constitution,
mny nbolish Siavery, Either depariment of the Gov-
ernmient by iteelf, may do much, if not all that would
be necessars to pecure that result,

The Judicinry Depurtment is n:gr[_v competent to
thoe tagk, in the abeence of any legislntion whatever,
Any one of the Pederal Conrts hos povwer to irsue the
wiit of babeos corpus to any elave that um{ demand
it. Nuy, the Judges are under the most golemn cou-
stitutionnl obligations to do ro.  And when the elave
and hin mester are  brought into Court they nre
bound-to * detoemine whether the eanse of his (the
“ glave's) commitment (detention in Slavery) be jusf,
“und therenpon do es JUSTICE shall nppertain,”
In doing this thay wonld follow the lustrious proece-
denis of the Courts of Massachusetts and of Lord
Chief Justice Mansficld in the case of Somersel; a
decision whieh immortalized Lis name, sod shed a
luster of unfacing glory on the jurisprudence of Lis
conntry.i*

If the judiciary fails to do this, the Legisluture
ehould provide for it by specinl ennctment,

I he same power that establishes the prosent Federal
Courts may if nocessary establish Federal Courta in
every county or town in the Union, and the same
authority that a’]rpaimn the prosent dudges may np-
point proper Judges in all thoee Courts.  (Se~ Art Ii,
s;r';ointinc

Sect. 2 anud Art. 111, See, 1.)

The President, in the excrcise of his a
power, may appoist to office sny slave whom he deems
qualified to discharpe his duties; and he is bound by
higosth of office (o treat Slavery ns llegal and nneonsti-
tutional in all hie offi ial aets. This covers s wide ficld,

Congrees is bound to do the same, and in its organi-
zation of the militia, its supervision of the post-offices
and the travsportation of the meils, to kuow nothing
of Sluvery o of distinetions of color, It is bound to
sgrymrantoe 1o every State iu this Union a eepublican
“orm of government ' that shall displace Slavery;
by just such measures as it would employ, il a State
should establish nn * onder of nobility " tn suy othor
form, or substitute a hereditary mouurchy for n repre-
rentalive goverument,

Congrese by n declaratory ennctment may  pro-
nounce nll the slaves cilezens, and ae such entitled to
the proteetion of the Federal Government.  Congress,
in the pome maoner if ped be, may declare the fact of
the crge ne it existe—thut Slovery i illegal and in vio-
lation of the Constitation, Or it may by appropriste
enactments provide for the naturnlization of the slnves
and their cousequent protection. 1t may then provide
for an_apportivnment of represontation in accordauce
with tle constitutionnl provieon, properly construed,
evwwernting ** thiee-fifthie" of the alieas, ns in contra.
dirtinetion from ** free persons,’ or ** all other peraons,””

The entire subjoot is within the leofitimnte action of
the Federal Goverument, whichi has been so long
wielded for the aupport of Slavery,  Aud the people of
the Free Btates at the ballot-box can provide for an
Administration that will in some way rid the nation of

ite great nntional iniguity. ;
il'llllvuurplﬂnl,;'wbkhin invite the friands

| of in Amwerice. Weo urge ite vigarons

{ prosecu-
tion a8 & solemn duly to God, 1o our eountry, to the
siave and to 0 holde nations rexp
fur nstiopal sins. Ho holds the peards <€ «aloaste

I for thee o wn gy pusiter by their nationnl
Jovernments.  And under l!’-.-pul-heln Governmanls,
where the people cloct their own rulers, there can be
vo ehndow of excuse for their neglect of this duty.

CONETITUTION,
Anv. 1, This Bogiety <hall be called the Abolition Saciety of
Kew York Clty and Vielity,
AkT, 11, Its objoct shall be to seeure the immediste azd cu-
conditigual abalition of Amerlcan Slave:y,
Ant. 1L Tte loading suntizaents are those:

L Slaveboldiog i siuiul I%lrt:llnd uueaetiintional. Tt has
| me right 1o be in 1ke Chuzeh ot in the Siate. It e to be ez
| cluded from the furmer s s scandal, nod probilited by the st
| ter oo aorime. 1t Is not socidened by the Bible or the Consti-
tution, but is condemued by both

% Itiathe uty of the Yelersl Govermment io all s de
ueuds to suppress eleveliolding throwghout ths Unitad
aies
| & ltiathe duty of the several State govermments to sustain
| the Federa! U i ks o proteet their el
sous and all who touch their sail, froma seizuive by Midpappers
] or slavehoiders, veder the Fugitive Slave LU or o berwise; 1o
| make all atterupts at the execution of that steosii*utisnal sl
atrocious Act a penad offcuse; sud to extend the right of mf
frope and elighbility to office to all their citlzens, lrrespostive of
1800 O CotLpirRIOn, h
4. 1t ia the doty of the citisens st the hallot-box to provide
State and Natiopal adodnierymdons that will make these mes:
sures parasount olyocts of thelr activity ; 1o secure 8 Judiciary
that wiil execute justice ) to vote for such candidates for offics,
and for ench only, e are trivd filends of the enstaved, and pub-
lie'y Bmown to bo earuestly cngaged in prosotiog ;ffn

LfRuIre,
A ltis the duty of Chrlatinne to hold no Chureb-relaiong that
invelve religiogs feliowshiy or pecimcastical sonuection with
slavehollers. Tt s nleo their duty to sustacn no Mislonary So-
clety having complicity with sle- choléing, nor any Trace Roci-
ety, or other rellgions publiching Soclety that does not exposs
and jeluke the benous sin of slsvebelding, in common with
wiber cine

AT, IV, The actlon of the Soalety will be direeted to the
Punthorance of its olyeets, tie propagation of ite principles, the
sdvoescy and prumotion of ite proposed public messares, in all
enitable u-ya‘; panioniariy h‘ perroual example, and by the
ublication and cirinlation of choap traciw, the employwent of
ecturere, o Bsslsting 1o sustaln o pericdivel alspiod 1o these

purpoese,

Ant. V. Any person approvieg there obise's, principles anl
messures, avd pledped 80 their suppart he efoot spd example,
may bocome s wember of this Soeicty by corolling Lhis pama
end coniributing to its Nande,

ArT. VI. The Offcorn of thie Socicty shall be a Preellent,
Vice-Pree dent, Secrelary 1nd Treasurer, who, together with ten
others, shall constitnte an Execntive Committee, uve of whom
aball ecustipute & quorus for the traveestiou of L

Axt, V1L, The eonunl meoting of the oty
officers and the trancaction of other approprats o
be helid ip the manth of October, under diraction of the Ezsca
tve Committen,

Axr. Vil No mmendment shall bo mads ia this Constimtion
withost the conrurence of two-thirds of the meubers present
ai nregular anpnal meeting, oot unless the propossd amend-
moni bas boen subwitted to & provicas meeting, or to the Ex
ecotive Committee in pesson to be published by them {mis
abail bo their duty to do, if so submuttod) ot the requisr offcal
notification of the meeticg.

OFFICERS OF THE SOCIETY,
LEWIS TAPPAN, Presulent,

Jamrs McCune Smirn, Viee-Presblent.

W. E. Winvine, Tressares, No. 37 Ernadway.
WiLLian OcopeLy, Secretary ¥o. 45 Beekmasat

‘l. skt

Exscorive CoMmITTER, iu addition 1o the preceding:
Simecn 8, Jocelyn, Geosge Whipple, Joha W, Hill,
1. R. Bashour, W H. Pilow, Wm T. Dawiey,
Eamuel Wilde, B. Ray, Hes D, Sharpe,
G B Welle

* " The foregoing, in Tract be hod of the Secretary
Trecaurer at Ilnih.qf c'z j;r-‘:}rd t‘zﬁi‘n-m hl::
Junds of the Bociety received by the Treceurer. Editrs plecse

19 The effects of this decisicn are thas celebrated by Cowper:
“ Sluves can sot breathe in England; if sheir lungs
that y are free;
ahaciles

NEW PUBLICATIONS.

LOGY THE SOUTH ¥
wq?n uu;?? l!dl Gronce Wulam

Ricomcod, Ve
There in one fact in the intellectnal history of

the United States worthy of more notics than
has yet been beatowed upon it—a fact which can-
pot be without deeisive weight in the ultimate
settiement of many grest pending questions.
However our slave-holding brethren may have
domineered politically over the North in every
thing else speculutive or practieal, in religion,
literature, tcience, arte, and industry, they have
always been our very humble pupils and imits-
tors, slways eccrtain, however reluctant, to
follow us st lnsi—though often o far behind us
pot unfrequently to take up our ideas as new as
well as trae, just as we are beginning to lay
{hem eeide as erroneons, or ntleast as insufficient.

The Auti-Slavery agitation has produeed an
effect at the North upon philosophical specula-
tion far more decisive than upon polities.  The
inquiries which it has set on foot as to the true
basis, the extent and the limitations of authori-
1y have interfered to & very serious extent with
old established opinions in morals and theology,
gnd have led to many new and to some rather
startling suggestions. Discussions as to the

us for quite a number of years, The South
too, it would seem, ix at length begioning to
feel the mognetie influence of these dis-
cassiony, disturbing the torpid staguation
of even planter brains, and beginning to breed
therein some very curious maggots. The work
pumed at the Head of this artiele is a pretty
fair speeimen of the sort of ereature produesd
by a eurrent of Anti-Slavery galvasism brought
to operate for n sufficient length of time upon
the hermetically sealed head of a Virginin slave-
holder. Mr. Crosee's famous experiment so
much insisted upon in the Pestiges of Creation,
produced, we believe, only a new epecies
—if it wus & new specics—of the old and weil-
known genus bed-bug, The product obtained on
the present oeession may prove perhaps aboug

creation and equally useful. Yet, ae in Mr.
Crosse's care, the phenomenon is well entitled
to the most serious cousideration. In Mr.
Crosse's case the great thing was to give origin
to animal life, no matter of how humble a char-
seter, by chemicsl means. In the case of the
glaveholdere, the great thing ia to get them to
tbink at all. Give us no matter how humble
and diegusting en inscet to begin with, pro-
duced by merely chemiesl action, and there are
hopes of producing in time no less an animal
{ben man himself.  And that productive ac-
tivity of Southern intellect whieh  be-
gins with such productions as Mr Fitz-
hugh's Sociclogy may yet end in giving birth
to some philosophic speculation honorable to
its sutbor snd edifying to the world at large.
"The feeble and tottering steps of the clild be-
ginning to learn to walk must be duly encour-
aged snd edmired, though in these first efforts it
runs the rik of breaking its own head, and =0
far ae its feebleness ensbles it, of breaking other
things too. Yet beginning with these staggering
and abortive attempts at locomotion, though it
never may accomplish the object of its infant
smwbition by ectually jumping over the moon, it
may yet presently aequire the nseful and indeed
necessary accomplishments of being able to
stund, towalk, and torun. So, it is really delight-
ful to find our Southern brethren are begin-
ning to percelve that for humen locomotion
in its full gense, the use of the understanding is
nceessary as well as that of the legs, and we
cordislly weleome the first fuint public indi-
cation of a coneatenstion of ideas to be found
in Mr. Fitzhugh's book 88 an earnest of better
things to come,

Inconeisteney, self contradiction, fuilure to
perceive the bearing of two or more propositions
cn each other, is a chief characteristie of all in-
fant attempts at speculation—and this is striking-
Iy evineed in the case of Mr. Fitzhugh. Thus
he elaims for himself the honor of having been
the first to write the Justification and Philoso-
phy of Slavery,” he puts forward the collse.
tiun of rambling newspaper articles whish
mwake up his book, as a philosophieal trea-
tise, and tho doctrines which he advocates
a5 & discover=ornovelty o =30 S pang.
cea, while at the very same time he scouts all
philosophy and holds np philosophers as a set of
ridieulous visionaries! *There ia not” says
Mr. Fitzbhugh, *a true moral philosophy "—aud
he uses the word moral in opposition to physieal
—*“and from the nature of things there never can

ed, secluded and least observant of men. Their
premises are always fil«e, because they see few
facte, and hence their conclusions must be false,”
Aud without doubt this deseription applies per-
feetly well to Mr, Fitzhugh, aud the school of
philosophical defenders of Slavery of which he
| cleims to be the founder, busied aa it is in
basing preposterous conelnsions upon imagivary
premises,

Nevertheless it must be eonfessed that in the
prepositien from whick Fitzhugh sets out, and
which has gives birth to Lis book there is a
certain  Just logieal perception of conse-
quences, The persevering bombardment kept
up by the Abolitionists for the last twenty years
upon the position of the slaveholders is begin-
ning to tell, Mr, Fitzhugh, and many others with
kim, bas been brought to perceive and to feel
thut this old slavebolding position is no longer
tenable. To admit, as the fashion wuszed to
be, that Blavery is an evil, an economiesl, po-
litical, and even a moral evil, and at the same
li.u;_e to ipsist wpon holding, trading, propa-
gating and scllig slaves, and opposing  all
schemes whatever of emancipation, is a logical
sbsurdity. The perception of this sbsurdity the
Abolitionists, by dint of persevering iteration,
bave at length beat iute the heads of the more
intelligent of the slaveholders, and of Mr. Fitz-
hugh among the number: and it is an attempt
to find a new position upon which to retreat
out of remch of this uncomfortable abolition
cannonade that has given birth to his book, or
rather fo the fragmentary essays of which it is
made up.

The fresh ground taken up or proposed to be
taken wp by Mr. Quartermaster Fitzhueh for
the new camp of the routed and discomfited
slavekolders is this: Slavery is not an evil; on
the contrary it is both a necessity and a blessing
o those who are held as slaves. And this doe-
trine he undertakes to establish in no less than
four ways: first, by Beripture; next, theoret.
ically from the nature of man; thirdly, from
the confessions and admissions of the professed

theory of society kave been very active among |

socinl reformers of Europe snd America; snd
fourthly, from the experiemce of the Bonth.
Having been fairly routed out of their old

it and then going on to perpetaats and extend
it, nothing now remains for the slaveholders
except either to turn their attention to soma
speedy and effectual means of getting rid of an
sduitted evil, or elss to maintain with Mr.

by very mysterious mezns, employing the most
upexpected and, humenly speaking, the most

perbapa this very Mr. Fitzhugh, this Justifier
erd Philosopber of Slavery, as he dubs himself,
is cme of the instruments which s wise Provi-
detee intends to employ for bringing up the
Soutk to the sticking point of emane’pation.
Praiee mey be perfected and wisdom edueced
pot merely out of the mouths of babes aud
sucklings, but also cut of those of grown-up
pivvies. The precedent of DBalaam's ass is
Lighly encouraging.

There ie o method of demonstration mueh in
use with geowetrieians ealled the reductio ad
absurdwm. It consiste in aseuming a proposition
to be true and then procecding o reason upon
it and to draw eonclusions from it, and so de.
menstrating its falsehood by showing the abaurd
consequences to which it lends. This method
is nleo very applicable to moral, political and
cecnomicsl questious, in which point of view
Mr. Fitzhugh's Sociology for the South is by no
mesns without its value. Many fallacies, con-
trudictions and palpable inconsistencies which
might easily pass muster in conversation, stump
specches end detacked newspaper esgiys belog
brought togetherand pleeed side by sideina book,
are st onee fully deteeted and elearly rofuted,
and not the lees so that Mr, Fitzhugh does not
intend it and does not seem to be conseions of
it. Take the book altogether and it may properly

equally éignified in the scule of intellectual |

be' (p.11.) *Philosophers are the most abstract- |

enough be dexeribed as the case of Fitzhugh
| agninst Fitzlugh, The Kilkenny eats have made
| {hemselves fumons in story by eating up each
| eiher. Mr. Fitzhugh does much more than that—
he cats up himself! Long before e reaches the

him is lefr. He segme indeed to imagine him-

farthing tallow candle s this of Mr. Vitzhngh's,

ing out, still gerves, while it does burn, the sin-
gle purpese and uo other of showing up the
enormities of Slavery aud the straits to which
ite apologists are reduced.

Mr. Fitzhugh isa very pious man, He rev-
¢rences the Dible, dencunces infidels and free-
thinkers, and of conrse relies eonfidently on the
Bible argument in fuvor of slavery. As to this
peint, bowever, he modestly gives precedence

of the Andover Theological Seminary, whose

quotes, The Bible bus long stood out aguinst
the assnults of avowed unbeliovers, At present
it is exposed to a much more dangerons attack
on the part of thoke who profess the most per-
feet faith in it and the greatest reverence for it
It is now much quoted for three purposes: for
the defense and justifieation of elaveholding, of
grogshops, end of polygamy. Mr, Fitzhugh is
gavage sgainet the Mormons; but while seout-
ing the example of Abrabam as a polygamist, he
insists upon it a8 o sluveholder.  All we have to
suy upon this peint is that if the Bible survives

ers, rumscllers, and polygamists, it may safely
get nt defionee the attacks of all other foes,

But however, upon pointa of Biblical eriti-
elem, Mr, Fitzhugh may give up the leadership
to our northern theologieal scholars, when it
comes to the Pl"z"““l'!‘lul question, Curtius-like,
he plunges into the gull in person, He takes,
Lowever, due and judicious precautions to pre-
pare the minds of his readers against forming
expectations which he hax no power to fulfill.
‘With that singular propensity for enting up him-
self to which we bave alessdy rafirred, this
hanetfnl eantl rn philosopher, this justifier of
Slavery on philosophical grounds, coolly informs
bis readers that * philosophy is always wrong,
snd instinet and common scnse always right,
il beeruse philosophy is unobservant and reasons
\ from narrow and insufficient premises, whils
| common sense sees and observes ull things, giv-
! ing them their due weight, comes to just con-
clueions, but being busied about proctical
y day matters, has never learned how to
look into the cperations of its mind and see
how it has come to it conclusions.” (p.118,) Now
a8 to this question of Slavery, we should not be
unwilling to throw pbilosophy to the dogs (but
what then would become of Mr. Philosopher Fitz-
bugh and bis book ?) and to leave the question to
be tested by iustivet and common zcnse. But
Mr. Fitzhugh is too cunning for that. Ile in-
sists upon quite a different test, * Men of sound
judgment,” ke tells us, “are always men who
gite wrong reasons for their opinions.” (p. 119.)
And certeinly iff bad ressoning be the test of
sonnd judgment, Mr, Fitzhugh's eoundness is
beyond all question,

This it wust be confessed is a most easy and
convenient way of defending Slavery, and no
wender that Mr, Fitzbhugh elaims so much honor
and glory for huving diseovered it. The philos-
ophy of the institution, as Mr. Fitzhugh calls it,
constructed sfter this method becomes a very
thwple affair in which the more absurd and ridi-
eunlous a man is, the more profound he becomes,
Py a trapsmutation muech more mirsenlons than
that of lead into gold folly is made to answer all
the purposes of wisdom. The absurdities on
the subject of Elavery uttered in Southern news-
pepers and stutnp speeches instead of being proof
of wenk heads, bad hearts or a rotten eause,
ouly go to prove the “instinet,” ‘common
sense” spd “sound judgment” of those who
utter them, Lucus @ wom lweendo with a ven-
gesnce ! Here is a new application of the art of
sinking, and Mr. Fitzhogh is certainly entitled
to become the hero of & new Dunciad,

Hsvwing thus judiciously established this elaim
to insist that the more completely he fails in
the argument the more thoroughly he has estab-
lished his point, Mr. Fitzhugh proceeds st once
to carry the war into the enemy's conntry.
Many five things, first and last, have been said
sbout liberty, aud much blood has been shed for
it; but Mr. Fitzhugh has made, or thinks he has,
a great discovery. Liberty, he tells us, is not a

| ever

{ unlikely ngeets to accomplish its parposer, |
| of the Universalist doabts which had begun to

lighted as it is at both ends and gpeedily burn- |

equivocal, not to say kypoeritical position of |
confessing Slavery to be an evil, weeping over |

Fitzhugh that Slavery is cot an evil. This is |
{he alterpative to which the pro-slavery party
is now reduced; ané ss Providencs often works |

bis whole argument rests. ' Liberty is an ovil
which t in intended to eorreot”
(p. 170). *With thinking men the question
never can arise, who ought to be frea!
Because no one ought to be free.” This
Mr, Fitzhogh elaims as his dizeovery,
and as entitiing kim to the glory of founding s
new southern slaveholding school of philoso-
pby. Taking this principle to start with, it fol-

| lows that it is the slaves and not the slave-owa-

ers who are the gainers by the system of Slavery.
The slaves have all the eomfort, plessure and
sccurity of being taken care of and provided for,

| while all the care, regponsibility and perplexity

| fall upon the masters. Mr. Fitzhugh, it will bo

seen, rivals the divine who attampted to dispose

prevail in bis congregation by preaching eternal
punishment as a purely benevolent institution.
Slavery, sccording to his accountof it, is purely
benevolent, all for the benefit of the unem-
ployed poor, the wesk in body and wind, the
simple snd unsuspicious, the prodigal, the

dissipated, the improvident and the vicious, |

one porticn of whom ueed support and pro-
tection, the other much and rigorous gov-
ernment. Our suthor has read “ Alton Locka,”
aleo “‘a book on society,” by Stephen Pearl
Apdrews, and ' thirdly Alexandre Dumas's
wFropch Milliner.” From the two first of
these works he has been led to conclude that
the free competitive system of Europe and our
northern Statesis a failure, while Dumas’s book
confirms Lim in the opinion that Europe aud the
North bave no other resource sagainst gemeral
starvation cxeept to return to Slavery.

Weare very much obliged to Mr. Fitzhugh
for his philanthropieal concern for us and for the
bouse of refuge which he go Kindly points out.
But we are under nonecessity of going to Virginia
to find on & slave plantation that provision of
ocenpation for the unemployed poor, of shelter
for the weak in body and mind, and of salutary
contrel for the prodigal, the dissipated, the im-
provident and the vieious, whiech he =0 much
vaunts ag ot once the justification and the pe-
eulier nud erowning glory of the slave gystem.
We make asmple provision for such sort of
people in our slme-houses, penitentinrics and

| prisons; and if he wili take the trouble to visit

end of his book not the smallest grease-spot of |

the North—we appreliend he has never yet been

* voted the labors of a life to the elucidation of

| without the last touchee of the author's hand, they

* 4
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t BT EVIDENCES OF THE GEN TN
GOSs| By Aspnsws Noavos, W, pp

The lovers of saered literature will weleome
posthumous volumes by one of the moet amsiduong
scholars and vigorous dogmatiste, who Lhave ever

ThLey contain the fruits of his ripest studios and
cornest convictions.  Although sent into the worll

fer but little disadvantage on thet account, so
pletely hed they been elaborated in the process off

| composition, and the greater portion of them, by the'

constant revieion of many years. His mind was o9
Eabitually severe in its nction, his demand for clean

| ness of thovght and expression was so unrvlenting, sad

| fematic perversiovs.

his opinions were 80 accurstely formed and so

held, that no production of his pen could fail of bear-
ing tbe eharacteristic stamp of ki indivilual genfey
snd culture,  Besides, the contents of the two volumes
first vamed above form the completion and un-ig]
up of his life-long intelicctual labors, It was the favor-
ite wish of Lis henrt to present the Four Gospels ina’
version worthy of their ivtrinsic value and importance,
In his estimation this had never been socomplisbed
He wns accnstomed to speak of most of the existing
Engiish trenslations, especially of King Jumes's, with,
oll the bittornoas and scorn which he so well knew how
to apply to the objeets of his disapproval. Aceonding |
to his theory the other portions of the Bible were com-
paratively worthlees, while a * just conceptin® of the
toachings of the Gospels was esscutial to the moral
improvement of the raco, He folt an unshoken confi~
dence thnt ke was able to present these teschings in
their origiual truibfultess—in a Jight which hed
hithetrto been obecured by teaditional errors and syse
ludeed, so stnngly did ho |
cherish tLie confidence, that bo was oftlen deomed to |
pors the limits of literary comity in alluding to pres:
vicus expounders of Holy Writ—almost rogarding
them, ke the fulse prophets before the uppearance of
the Mssith, as ** thieves and robbers.” e aimed to-
furnish a traps'ation which should clearly exprese the )
meunivg of the original and serve as the basis of &
treutise which he intended to publish on the intemal ¢

| evidence of the Gospeln, The present work containg

the results of his labors, It bns been edited with

grent care and excellent judgment. The transiation

ieelf was completed and carcfully revised for the

presggome time before the suthor's deatti; and daring
the latter part of Lis life he was much employed o
the notes designed to accompuny ite  In the colloction
and arvangement of ihe notee the task of the editors
has not been light. Many of the notes wore lefl un-
finisked by the author; others extsted only in the form
of memoranda; while still others had been preserved

| only inthe mamuweript notes of his pupils during his 4

ll ont of Virgivin—and to inspect some of those | Professorstdp in the Cambridge Divinity School, Bev-
institutions, e will find their inmates, 20 | eral explanutions of passages in the Gospels have also

gelf a burning, shining and perpetual lightin |
the firmsment of Slavery; but the truth is, |
Slavery won't bear the light; and even sucha |

to the reverend and learned Moses Stunrt, late |

s Conscience sud the Constitution” he largely |

this triple appeal to it on the part of slavebold. |

904, but an evil; and that is the basis upon which

far as respects food, lodging, the labor required |

of them and the discipline to which they are
subjected, decidedly better off than the best
treated slaves anywhere in the South. One
alms-bouge to a township, or juil to a county,
gnswers our purposes without the necessity of
turning every farm and every manufactory into
one or the other, or into both combined. We
prefer to have our overseers of the poor chosen
in town meeting ruther than have that office de-
volve by inheritunce ona ohild, or an imbeeile,
or by purchese on a shark or a sharper. Nor
do we pereeive either the policy or justice of
treaticg as puaupers and eriminals able-bodied
wen and women perfectly able and willing to
take cure of themgelves, and disposed to do so
by henest labor.  But after ringing all possible
changes on this exeellent institution—* this
besutiful  examwple of ecommunism, where
each one reecives mnot according to his
lsbor but necording to his wants"—especislly
the master—altor showing that Slavery is the
naturs]l condition of mun; ufter exeiting our
sympatbies to the utmost by pathetic descrip-
tiops of the miserable condition of the great
mess of the population in ull free States for the
want of it; after tantalizing us, as it were, with
the prospect of this glorinus remedy; Mr. Fitz-
Bugh ol at once giving way to his invineibls
pacsion for swallowing himself, upsets his own
argument and blests all our hopes of ever com-
ing up to the beautiful Virginia model which he
hus taken o much pains to set before us by
coolly disclaiming any *‘purpose of reduetog®
the white man anywhere to the eondition of
negre elaves” It would be very unwise and
unseientifie,” he tells us, *“to govern white
men as you would negroen” (page 74). We
mwust be content then with adwiring at a dis-
tence the lovely social system of our Southern
States, without any hope of ever being able to

rival it, unless indeed we should go into the |

sluve-truding business for ourselves and import
pegroes from Afrien or Virginia,

But while thus vaunting the slave Stites in
general and Virginia in particnlar as the only
part of the world which a philanthropist can leok
at without the heartache, Mr. Fitzhugh still sees
room for some improvements even there. Thosze
which be wost ingists upon are the substitution
of home manufactures for exclusive agrie lture
sud o complete system of eommon school ednca-
tion for the whtes—neither of which ever can be
%0 long as Sluvery lasts—to which he proposes
to udd the sale of all the free negroes into Sla-
very, for which he argues with great zeal, and
the re-introduction of the law of entail and pri-
mogeniture! One of the reasons which he gives
for insisting upon the introduction of domestic
wanufactures is original and eharacteristie:
“The slaves of the South,” he says (p. 37),
“ are cheated of their rights by the purchase of
Northern manufactures, which they eould
produce.”

We are sorry not to be able to furnish our
renders with any precise information as to the
periosal history of this father, as he claims to
be, of the philosoply of sluveholdiog. One thing
indeed Le tells us, but that we should have taken
for granted even though he said nothing about
it. lIie ever has Lelonged, so he says, and still
belongs to the Democratic party, It ia evident
from several poassages in bis book that he has
resided for many years in Virginia, but we are
inelined to suspect him to be by birth an Irish-
man. Not to mention his perpetual blundering
sell-contradietions, it strikes us there is some-
thing of on Ivish smack in the following passage
with quoting which we tuke leave of Mr. Fitz-
bugh:

“Frenclmen and Germans are generally infidels,
sgreginns and sbolitionists,  An Irish infidel, an Trish
agraring, an Irish abolitionist is scarcely to be found,
No Irdsh womau ever dsgraces Ler own sex or affects
the drees and manners of the opposite sex, The men
of Erin are all patriotic and religious, the women are

i T 5
And hangeon Diatetemple T

"This intimate connection and o
marriage and religion, we sy, d:lp‘l.:m f?rl gn“iz:
ion and retlection of the reader, If ever the abo-
ists suceced in thoronghly imbuing the world with
their doctrines and opinions, all tdlﬁwn, all govern-
ment, all order will be slowly but gure ,.-mﬁﬂam
dﬁfr: yed. Bocwtinuy lingzer on for centurics with-
ont Slavery [there is some eneonragement in that eer
tainly], it cannot exist a day without m‘ As an
inetifution of government religion is within the
scope of our work, and ae such we treat it

v
litiom

|
|

l

been taken from the published works of the author,
and a fow from a course of lectures left by him ia
manvseript,  The munner in which the editorn have
acquitted themsolyes of their dolicate nsponsibility i
worthy of sll praise. They bave equaily consulted
e fume of the author and the benefit of the reader in
their judiclous labors.

The iutrinsic value of Mr. Norton's translation
of the Gospels must of course be decided by scholare
with whom the suhject is a specialty, There can*
probably be little dispute ns to its philolngioal aceu-

) ]

racy. The Gireck of the New Testament bad beon the ,‘
favorite study of the author throughout the whole of his

literary career, His proficiency in this branoh of in-
quiry was for greater thanin philosophy or in the
tntellectual history ani the literature of modorn Europe.
e often expressed rosh and hasty judgments in ro-
gard to tlie labors of recent and cotemporary scholars,
consulting his prejudices, ns it would scem, rather than
competent authoritics, But in his own more immedi-
ate department of sacred learning ho is entitled to
the prajse of gubricty of thought and profoundnees of

investigation, Hence, o presumplion exists in favorof .

the verbal merit of this vemion. It may throw new
light on coutroverted passages. aud aid the student in
difficult details of philology. For popular utility
Lowever we apprehond it will not attain an owineud
ravk among the lovers of Holy Writ,  The tendencios
of the author were so exclusively intellcotual—he at-
tached such extinvagant inportance to woere sorrect-
ness of phraseology—his mind was #o narrowed by
{he fetters of & meager, scholastic theory of religion—
that in bopdlivcg the words of inspiration, it waa al-
most inevitable that his touch should diwinish some.
thing of tbeir freshness, evergy ond colestial glow,
His desire to clotle the venerable documenta of the
Goepel in she gnrh of modern rhetorie, we also think,
is adapted to distmb many a reverent and tender
ansociation with theit contents. Divesiing the most
precious. remaine of  sotiquity of the mossgrown
covering which has gathered aroond them with ages,
the frigid, analytionl philologist destroys the touching
words that bhave sustained the loftesl hopes and
uouriehed the purest seutiments of religions men from
suscoptible youth to contemplative old age. As an
instance, we will give Mr, Norton's version of the
Lord's Prayer, which is transmuted from ite nutique
gimplicity and warmth of expression into what will
doubtless strike our readers as o comparatively
bloedless and epectral formula.  “Our Father in
“'heaven, may thy vame be reverenced. May thy
“kingdom come. May thy will be done on earth as
it in in heaven, Give us this day our needful food.
“ Forgive our offeuses, as we forgive thoee who offend
“ aguivst us, Bring ve not into trial, bul deliver us
“from evil.” The grand lyricsl close, to whioh all
ears are inured in liturgical services, is omitted by
Mr. Norton o# the work of some presumploous or
carcless L tiber iu the ancient Church,

In the Notes to the translations. Mr. Norton does
not confine himeelf to merely verbal and critical com-
wents, but often entors the field of ductrinal discus-
siom. His Jabors in this department we imagine arg:
not bikely to weet with special favor nmong thinking
wen of any of the leading speculative tendencios of
the day, 'The pame remork applica with equal force
to the second work noined st the head of this article.
It is devotedtothe * Internal Evidence of the Gonuines
ness of the Gospels,” with special reforence to the
mythical theory so claborately set forth by Strsuse.
The " internal evidence,” ae the torm is usod by Mr.
Norton, it should be observed, does not relate o the
intrinsic credibility of Christian truth but to the his-
torical probability of the Gospel parratives. Utterly
destitute of the power of intuition beyond the sphere
of the eenses, the humen mind, aceording to Mr. Nor-
ton, has no criterlon of spiritaal truth, and can form
ne sound convictions on the subject except on the
strength of external testimony. This testimony can
have no authoritative force unbes founded on
miracles originnlly addressed to the senses and
suetained by Listorical evidence. The argnment
in faver of a Divise revelation derived from
prophecy, and the intrinkie chaructor of ite
contents, in the opinion of the author, is destitute of
validity., No appeal can be made in support of the
Christian religion except to the evidenece of miraeles.
Hence the autbenticity of the Giospel uarratives be-
comes the sole question in controversy with the
::;fu.d On this ground Mr. Norton mects the reason-

and assertions of Strauss with ; A
aud force.  His conduct of the ama?‘umw
sguinst the deductions of Strauss, will gain the ap=
proval of most friends of revelation. Hut in other
portions of his work he mukes concossions which
overtbrow Lis own statements, and if adwitted would
prove the entering-wedge of infidelity. Thus, in bis
note on the account of Christ's temptation he rejects

b, the construction of the event as a literal, historieal |

fact, Nor is it to be interpreted as o myth, a visio,
or anallegory, according to the opinion of certalncom
mentators, It is, he maintaizs, the report of a discound
delivered by Christ, descriptive of an inward exped
ence, but erronconsly reported by the evangelists,

through the ignorance and to which they
rance and imperfection tf;

were exposed by their character and

But if tbe sacred writers might orr on such an impert

r
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